CHAPTER   VIII
MASS HYSTERIA
adventures of the journalists who went back
to Cambrai are worth telling as they show how
contagious hysteria can be. These columns of refugees,
who plodded on wearily and doggedly for days, would
suddenly, owing to German 'planes overhead or some
scare story, start a panic which spread rapidly and
generally ended up by engulfing the local authorities
themselves. Periodically a story would pass along the
column like wind across a wheatfield and they would
throw themselves on any passing car, troop lorry or
ambulance, in a frenzy to get away.
Among the war correspondents left at Cambrai on
May 15, were Percy Philip of The New York Times,
Taylor Henry of the " Associated Press" and Maurice
Noel of the Egaro. The Army Press Officer had left
them in the evening, stating that he would return the
next morning to take them on a trip to the front line.
But during the night the G.H.Q. in Cambrai learnt
that the front was coming unpleasandy close to them
and decided to move hastily, The journalist?, sleeping
peacefully in their beds, were forgotten. They had their
coffee the next morning and waited for the Press Officer*
By midday they grew resdess and went to inquire at
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